
CAMDEN HISTORIC RESOURCES COMMITTEE 
Meeting Minutes---Tuesday, February 11, 2020 at Walsh History Center, CP Library 

 
Call to order: 4:00 p.m. 
Attendance 

• Members Present: Eileen Kurtis-Kleinman, Chair; Chris Fasoldt, Rosalee Glass, Judy McGuirk, Pat Skaling 
• Volunteers Present: Dennis McGuirk,  Michael Skaling, Ann Waigand 
• Walsh History Center Liaison: Ken Gross 
• Select Board Liaison: Jenna Lookner 

Review of Minutes of Last Meeting: January 14, 2020 minutes approved as written 
 
Select Board Liaison Comments—Jenna reported that the Select Board is now working on their budget for the 
next year and that any funding requests for which they must appropriate funds should be submitted to them by 
February 25th.  
 
Current Activities and information 

• Historic Plaque Program:  CHRC members present complimented Pat and thanked her for her excellent 
letter to the editor about the Plaque Program.  Pat submitted a written report about action taken on seven 
applications at a January 31st meeting of the Historic Homes Plaque Committee and about some of the 
difficulties the Plaque Committee is encountering in determining the years that properties were actually 
built . There have been no new applications since the January meeting. 

• Curtis Island Assessment Update: Mike told the Committee that within two weeks Carmen Bombeke, 
Senior Engineer for Gartley & Dorsky, is to begin a “needs assessment” of the structures on Curtis Island. 

• Great Fire District Historic District Sign: Dennis and Mike have received an informal estimate of $3,000 
for the production of an informational sign approximately 24” X 36” with a map, an etched image of the 
devastation, and 1,300 words.  An appropriate placement for that sign has not yet been determined.  
Possible funding for this was discussed, and it was noted that West Bay Rotary’s deadline for grant requests 
is April 1. The placement of a sign for the Chestnut Street Historic District was discussed briefly by the 
Committee.  One location that might work  without being intrusive is the patch of ground next to the 
sidewalk, between the steps to the Green and the Baptist Church driveway, across from the Post Office. 

• Opera House: Chris reported that the new bathroom and janitor’s sink on the third floor has been 
completed.  Repairs and, if necessary, replacements in-kind will be done on the Washington Street side of 
Opera House roof.  Freezing and thawing has resulted in serious water damage and leaking--- even into the 
auditorium itself. 

• Elm Street: Judy showed Committee members a list of Elm St. significant properties and current property 
owners, information that will be needed for the Elm Street Survey and Historic District nomination process.  
She had spoken further with Susan Snead about the process that was followed in establishing the Great Fire 
Historic District.  Rosalee said she had spoken with Deb Dodge about the steps taken to receive the High 
Street Historic District designation.  Judy and Rosalee think that the next step in the Elm Street project will 
be writing an informational letter to send to the property owners to engage them in the process. 

• Jacobs Avenue: Ann Waigand continues her on-going research on the Jacobs Avenue history, which 
includes information on local developers, architects, and builders of the period.  She has been helped by her 
interview with Barbara Dyer, and by studying Elm Street survey materials, a sample National Register 
nomination, and books loaned to her on bungalows. 

• Other business: 
---Pat, Judy, Mike and Dennis will attend a February 26th meeting of the Planning Board, at which the issue of 

a Demolition Ordinance will be revisited. 
---Pat is pursuing having access and getting copied the 1890 tax ledger now in Rockport, which  is very 

important in dating many Camden properties. 
---Committee members are interested in having a joint meeting with the Town Design Committee. 

The meeting adjourned at 5:20 p.m. 
Next meeting:  March 10, 2020 
Respectfully submitted, 
Rosalee Glass  


